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ROM. x. 5. 


de HOW CAN THEY PREACH, EXCEPT 
THEY BE SENT?” 


TT is among the misfortunes which have 
purſued. our Church, and which more 

or leſs purſue the wiſeſt and beſt eftabliſh- 
ments of human virtue—that integrity of 
motive has not uniformly influenced thoſe 
who have aſpired to the diſcharge of its 

public functions. Wanton choice, and 
worldly intereſt the proſpect of reputable 
indolence, and the hopes of eaſy gain, — have 
too frequently introduced into the ſanctuary 
of God, men of corrupt minds, reprobate 
concerning the faith; men who owned, or 
fought, no ſpiritual influence; and whoſe 
fruits 
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AY 
fruits have abounded to the miſchief of the 
Church in the corruption of moral virtue, 
and the diſcredit of evangelical truth. 
It muſt on the other hand be acknow- 
ledged, that great and illuſtrious has been 


the number of thoſe, who, in ſtanding up - 


between the living and the dead, have obey- 
ed the nobleſt impulſe humanity can feel ; 
who, in ſeeking. the honours, have ſought 


the mantle, of a prophet; and, whilſt they 


demanded the ſublimeſt A coveted 
alſo the beſt gifts. g 

The evidence of their miſſion has in sun 
been announced, by ſcriptural doctrine— 
Chriſtian zeal—and beneficial fruits. 

Their doctrine has laid the goſpel-axe at 
the root cf corruption, and deſtroyed the 
illuſion of fleſh and ſenſe. The divinity of 
their Head, and his perfect atonement, have 
formed the ground and baſis of their creed. 
For this they have contended, as the ſole 
foundation that hath been, or can be laid; 
as the ſecurity alike, of goſpel truth and 
goſpel promiſe; as the only ground-work 
of preſent dence, and pledge of future 
18.0 

Their 


0 


(4 3 
Their zeal has united, the gentleneſs. of 


perſuaſion, with the energy of remonſtrance. 


As ambaſſadors for Chriſt—they have blend- 


ed their perſonal, with their public in- 


tereſts; and ſought the ſalvation of others, 
with a diligence which might ſeem to in- 
volve the expectancy of their own: ſtudi- 
ous of preſerving, the unity of the Spirit, 


in the bond of peace; and cementing by 


charity, what had been founded in faith. 
The fruits of theſe, have been evident 


and abundant. The word thus rightly 
divided— has, in their hands, run and been 
glorified; ſigns following have been . ſeen, 
in thoſe who believed ; and the Lord has 
added daily to the Church, ſuch as ſhould 
be ſaved. LT, | 


To ſuch a miſſion, Haas by ſuch 


doctrine, evidenced by ſuch zeal, and crown- 
ed with ſuch Fruits; the words of our text 
emphatically point : they offer a ground and 
authority for believing, that a holy influence 
muſt ever ſanctify the approved and ſuc- 
_ ceſsful preacher —that the Lord of the har- 
veſt muſt Himſelf appoint thoſe labourers 
that ſhall enter into his harveſt ; and, that 
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| he, who gave the word of old, and great 


was the company of the preachers; muſt 
clothe, in every age, his prieſts with righte- 
ouſneſs,—and make his miniſters a flame of 
fire. 
The truth of theſe premiſes may be fairly 
eſtabliſhed by conſidering, 

I. The inſuperable difficulties attending 
the preaching of the goſpel, * the = fied 
rules of human reaſon : 

II. The magnitude of the office, in its 
final conſequences ;' as involving the ſalva- 
tion of man, and the glory of God: 
III. The general ny in favour of 
this doctrine. 


I. The difficulties which obſtruct the 


duties of a goſpel preacher, are, 


1. The prejudices he has to encounter. 
The condition of man, is that of a being, 
fallen from primitive righteouſneſs and per- 
felt reaſon, By the dread contagion of ſin 
and degeneracy, an awful veil has paſſed 
upon the human mind: darkneſs covers 
the land, _ groſs darkneſs the people. 

The 


„ 
The image of God that type and copy of 


celeſtial purity became by tranſgreſſion 


effaced; and left a void, into which have 
entered thoſe ſpirits of darkneſs, whoſe arts 
are ſubtle, and whoſe name is legion. The 
countenance of Jehovah, which once illu- 
mined the underſtanding, and ſhed the 
beams of knowledge and intelligence around 
the ſoul—is now ſucceeded by thoſe vain 
imaginations, which are only evil conti- 
nually ; by that deluſion, which worketh 
mightily and ſucceſsfully, in the children of 
diſobedience. Pride — alike the offspring 
and the parent of corruption—clothes the 
ſoul with an imaginary importance; dreſſes 
out its faculties, in attributes of ideal ma- 
jeſty; and effacing the record of its loſt 
perfection, teaches it to confound the ſo- 
lemn diſtinctions, which God has ordain- 
ed;—to call light darkneſs, and darkneſs 
light; ſweet bitter, and bitter ſweet.— 
Hence the difficulty of moulding the man 
by the ſimple proceſs of natural reaſon to 
juſt and required ſubmiſſion. A hoſt of 


prejudices combine, in favor of human dig- 


nity: all the paſſions of the heart unite, 
8 in 
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in this its ſuppoſed defence ʒ—aſſiſted by 
vices of long familiarity, and habits of in- 
veterate eſtabliſhment. The mind, per- 
verted by this baneful diſcipline, oppoſes 
the light of goſpel truth; and labours to 
ſtifle, with fatal induſtry, that ſorrow which 
is after a godly ſort, and that repentance 

which leadeth unto life. 


2. The nature of that ſyſtem which he 


is pledged to eſtabliſh. 


The inſtitutes of Chriſt, though ea 
in their object, are peremptory in their 
tone: they breathe the language of an high 
and ſpiritual legiſlation; and ſeek no ac- 
ceſs to human favour, by an humiliating 
compromiſe with prejudice and feeling. 

The truths they reveal are myſteries, in- 


ſerutable to worldly wiſdom ; poſitions 
grounded rather upon record than demon- 


ſtration; in whoſe diſcuffion the powers of 


the mind enjoy but a limited privilege, 
and reaſon finds only a ſubordinate em- 


ploy. 

The principles they ſet up are fon in 
their exactions, and extenſive in their ju- 
riſdiction; they refuſe to coaleſce with car- 


1 nal 


1 
nal corruptions, or to temporize with na- 
tural luſts. Iſſuing from the fountain of 
holineſs and power, they ſeek an influence 
over the whole man; and demand a throne 


within the heart before which every — of 
fleſh and ſenſe muſt bow. 


It is the praiſe—no leſs than the charac- 


ter—of Chriſt, that the homage he owns 


muſt have no pollution, and no reſerve : his 


anger kindles at the divided offering ; his 


vengeance ſmokes againſt the prevaricating 
vow. He is not ſerved till his yoke is aſ- 
ſumed ;—he is not followed till / is for- 
ſaken ;—doubting, when he commands, is 
diſobedience ; and looking back, when he con- 
ducts, apg/tacy. 

By ſuch a ſyſtem, the natural bias, and 
prejudice of the heart, will not be readily 
ſoothed into compliance: it is difficult in- 
deed to foreſee, upon human calculation, 
how every advance towards its enforcement 
by natural inftruments, ſhould not ſtrengthen 


the league of iniquity ; and draw more 
cloſely the bonds of rebellion. 


To theſe muſt be added, 
B 2 3. The 
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3. The changes required to be produced. 
The goſpel—as it comes not in the en- 
ticing words of human wiſdom —ſo it reſts 
not content with Human effects. Were its 


object attained by the ſimple demonſtra- 


tion of its ſpeculative truth, then might 


the functions of the Chriſtian Preacher be 


juſtly ranked with the accuſtomed rules of 


argument and perſuaſion, But rational con- 


viction is amongſt the elements only of re- 
ligious faith; and he who acknowledges the 
Chriſtian verity, has no higher evidence of 
having paſſed from death unto life than 
thoſe apoſtate ſpirits, who—like him be- 
lieve, and tremble. Ihe fact is, that the 
word of which we are the profeſſed and 
oſtenſible guardians, is not a tiſſue of amuſ- 


ing novelties, but a regiſter of ſolemn and 


operative laws. Its end is not anſwered by 
the hearing of the ear; its terms are not 
embraced by the acquieſcence of the under- 
ſtanding. It demands a fazth, and an obe- 


dience, connected in their operation, yet 


diſtinct in their character; and reſpectively 
productive and demonſtrative of each other. 


The 


CE 3 1 
The /a:th it claims—1s not the credence 
of abſtract truths, nor the admiſſion of de- 
monſtrable facts. It is a principle of ſtrong 
and virtuous efficacy; ſtanding, not in the 
wiſdom of men, but in the power of God: 
a principle which faſtens on the promiſe of 
him who cannot lie, —on the oath of him 
who cannot retract; which graſps the hand 
held out to ſave, — and ſeizes the ſceptre 
extended to deliver; which perfects divine 
ſtrength in human weakneſs, —and finds a 
ſubſtance in things hoped for,—a reality in 
things not ſeen, | 
Goſpel obedience is, on the othek hand, 
equally pure with goſpel Aaitb. It is not 
the changeful garb of oftentatious ſanctity: 
Ziit is not the forced, the formal, or the 
equivocal ſervice :—it is not the adoption 
of favourite duties, nor the aſſumption of 
particular graces, It is the full and volun- 
tary devotion of life and manners; the cor- 
dial and complete reception of the goſpel 
and its contingencies, - of Chriſt and his 
croſs. It is the prompt affection, the com- 
pliant will; the ſtudy of advancement, and 
the progreſs to perfection: —it is paſhng 
from 


( 14 
from elements and principles—to practice 
and fruits; from the babe in Chriſt, to the 
perfect man: it is adding to faith—know- 
ledge; to knowledge virtue: it is growing 


up, by gradual transformation, into the image 


of our Head; and completing holineſs, in 
the fear of God. | | 
If then ſuch be the prejudices to be en- 
countered, the principles to be eſtabliſhed, 
the changes to be produced ; who, with the 
ordinary reſources of human rhetoric, is 
ſufficient for theſe things? Were the bias 


of the mind of ſlight and caſual creation; 


—were the temper of the goſpel of pliant 
and accommodating character; - were the 
effects demanded of tranſient and ſuperficial 
impreſſion, —art and ſtudy might be amply 
ſufficient for all the neceſſities of the Chriſ- 
tian Preacher; and the iſſue of the goſpel 
might then be committed to thoſe rules and 
inſtruments, by which the ordinary buſineſs 
of human reaſoning is adminiſtered: but 
characterized — as they reſpectively are — 
by circumſtances and features which have 
no parallel in ordinary life, they require 
to their management a ſpecies of eloquence, 

which 


„ 


f 
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1 
which ſhall paſs the limits of rational per- 
ſuaſion: combining the influence of God 
with the energies of man; and ſuperadding 
to the form of ſound words, the demonſtra- 
tion of the Spirit and of power. 


II. The magnitude of the oſſice, in re- 
ſpect. to its ua conſequences; as involv- 


ing the ſalvation of man—and the glory of 


God, 

1. The ſalvation of man. | 

The Chriſtian diſpenſation is a ſcheme 
and ſyſtem of deliverance and redemption 
and its publication among mankind is found- 
ed—in relation to the whole race of Adam 
upon neceſſities the moſt urgent, and dan- 
gers the moſt alarming, Unfolding the 
councils of juſtice and of mercy—it an- 
nounces the ruinous malignity of natural 
guilt, and the ſaving efficacy of Divine 
grace. It expoſes the hiſtory of paſt cor- 
ruption—and manifeſts the ſecrets of future 
retribution in all their juſt and faithful re- 


alities; reſtricting the proſpect of pardon 


and favour to the ſingle virtue of an aton- 
ing ſacrifice; and confining within the 
| Chriſtian 
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Chriſtian vocation, the hopes of deliverance 
from the wrath to come. 

Such is the ſcale which he muſt poiſe, 
who fills up the functions of a goſpel 
Preacher : Judge ye then, whether an arm 
of fleſh could fitly hold that awful balance, 
whoſe contents on either hand preſent, the 


ſum of attainable joys—the aggregate of 


poſſible miſeries ; incalculable anguiſh— 
unfathomable bliſs ; agonies, beyond reme- 
dy; extaſies, without end. The office he 
diſcharges, clothes him with an importance, 
which nature could ill ſuſtain: it arms him 
with thunders of wrath; and dreſſes him 
out in beams of mercy: he is the meſſen- 
ger of terror, and the ambaſſador of peace: 
upon his accents hang, the fates of immor- 
tal ſpirits; and the word he divides, muſt 
ultimately become, the ſavour of life unto 


life, or of death unto death. As he pre- 


ſeribes, the wound may be gangreened or 
cured ; as he directs, the malady may be 
ſubdued or increaſed: the broad, or the 
narrow track, may be filled as he inſtructs; 
and the number be augmented, of thoſe 
who are hardened to perdition—or of 

85 thoſe 


„ 
thoſe who believe, to the ſaving of their 
ſouls. | 

Connected with this object is, 

2. The glory of God. 

Creation, doubtleſs, in all its extent, 
proclaims Jebovah's praiſe; and Nature, 
throughout her univerſal empire, advances 
and accompliſhes the glory of her Lord. 
But Human Redemption, in the myſtery of 

its plan, and the magnitude of its event 
muſt involve a portion of Jehovah's glory. 
beyond calculation and parallel. For the 
glory of God — mankind were, peculiarly, 
made; for his good pleaſure—they are, and 
were created. Sin diſturbed the bliſsful or- 
der, in which their firſt devotions flowed ; 
and polluted by tranſgreſſion, the righteous 
homage of their primitive vows. The 
works of God now ſeem to lapſe in ruin:;— 
evil is ſuffered to finiſh that deformity 
which it had begun; and to diffuſe the con- 
tagion of guilt and corruption throughout 
that race—originally deſigned as models of 
ſpiritual perfection, and inſtruments of Je- 
hovah's praiſe, But human wiſdom darkly 
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ſcans the councils of the Moſt High: evil, 
which obſtructs the viſible progreſs, ad- 
vances the real iſſues, of his deſigns : His 
foreſight calculates the miſchiefs which aſ- 
ſail his ſovereign purpoſes; and turns the 
tide of ſeeming ill, in favour of his own 
glory. Such was the fact, in reſpect to 
man : help was laid, in this extremity, 
upon one that is mighty; and the arm of 
omnipotence, when none appeared to de- 
liver — itſelf brought ſalvation, Chriſt — 
the ſon of Jehovah, the word of eternity, 
the branch of the indiviſible Godhead - ſup- 
plied the awful neceſſity, of ſuffering and 
obedience. He filled up the void, from 
which man had fallen; encountered the 
vengeance which man had provoked : the 

attributes of heaven, were glorified by his 
offering ; the good pleaſure of the Lord 
proſpered in his hands: and the events of 
time are haſtening the fullneſs of his king- 
dom the long expected æra of righteouſ- 
neſs and peace - when, evil ſubdued and 
enemies vanquiſhed, — the top-ſtone of Re- 


| demption ſhall be brought forth with ſhout- 


10 ing; 


4-8) 
ing; the Son himſelf reſign his mediatorial 
ſceptre, and God—in the glory of his na- 
tural attributes—be all in all. | 

If then the goſpel involve ſuch great and 
momentous iſſues : if its publication be de- 
ſigned, to announce the embaſſy of Re- 
demption ; and to advance the triumphs of 
Jehovah : if it be to ſeparate the wheat from 
the tares, and to lead many ſons to glory: 
if it be, to bring into the ſpiritual fold, the 
loſt ſheep of Jew and Gentile; and to ga- 
ther up, the ſtraggling members of that 
myſtical church, whoſe notes ſhall here- 
after {well the hallelujahs of heaven: 
how auguſt, how important the miſſion ! 
how full of moment its every function: 
how paſling the powers of man; how 
worthy the inſpiration of God ! 


III. The general teſtimony of all ages 
favours the belief of this doctrine. 

The Divine Records offer abundant teſti- 
monies, in behalf of a ſpiritual influence, 
preſiding over the ſelection, and inſpiring 
the ſervices—of religious inſtructors ; and 
in no period can we diſcover, that the pub- 
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lic functions of devotion were ſuſtained but 
by thoſe, in whom ſome ſigns and charac- 


ters exiſted, or ſeemed to exiſt, of a pre- 


ternatural commiſſion. 

Under the ſirſt diſpenſation; in which 
rites and ceremonies, the figures and 
ſhadows of good things to come, prevailed — 
the will of Heaven was in this inſtance con- 
ſulted, by appropriating the ſervices of the 
temple to a peculiar race a holy prieſt- 
hood ;—and confining the public offices of 
religion to thoſe, on whom the graces of 
ſanctity were ſuppoſed to deſcend, by right 
of inheritance. Collateral inſtruction was 
indeed dealt out, by Scers and Prophets; 
yet theſe were acknowledged, in proportion 
only to their real or ſuppoſed inſpiration : 
and the refpe& they found, turned upon 
that ſhare of demonſtration alone, by which 
they evinced the divinity of their miſſion. 


Moſes demurred to the Divine com- 


mand, till he ſhould firſt have received the 
power of demonſtrating the reality of his 
deſignation: and Eliſha deemed, in con- 
formity to this rule,—that the nobleſt be- 


queſt, which as a PRI he could inherit, 


Was, 


( 21 ) 
was, a double portion of his maſter's 
ſpirit. * 4 
It was this holy influence — operating in 
ſundry forms and divers manners that 


produced the mighty effects of Patriarchal 


virtue, and endued with ſpiritual eloquence. 


the fathers and the founders of the Iſraelitiſn 
Church. It was this which enabled Enoch 


to divulge the coming of the Lord with, 


ten thouſand of his ſaints: it was this which 
inſpired the virtuous Noah, to become a 
Preacher of righteouſneſs, and build an ark 


to the ſaving of his houſe: it was this 


which whiſpered the call to the infant 
Samuel; — wich poured the holy oil on 
the head of David — aud touched the lip of 
Iſaiah, with the coal of fire. Theſe all 
obeyed the inward impulſe of the Holy 
Ghoſt, and ſpake the language of counſel 


and of prophecy, as the Spirit gave them ut- 


terance. 

The latter diſpenſation —ſuperior in all 
its diſcoveries and doArines—enjoys an equal 
ſuperiority in its gifts and graces. Diſtin- 
guiſhed in its hiſtory by an effuſion of the 
Spirit, tranſcendently miraculous in its am- 

plitude 
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plitude and its fruits; it aſſigns to this Spi- 


rit an important influence over all the 
means and duties of evangelical inſtruction- 
Converſion of heart and renovation of 
mind, the root and principle of religious 
faith, are aſcribed to the operation of that 
Spirit, which acteth where it liſteth; and is 
rendered viſible, only in its effects. Fur- 
ther the growth and progreſs of this im- 
planted grace, the Godly walk, and Chriſ- 


tian converſation, are referred to that in- 
fluential and potent Spirit, which, while 


Paul may plant, and Apollos water, alone 
can give the increaſe. God who worketh 
in us to will, worketh in us alſo to do; and 
thoſe who have been renewed by the Spirit, 
are equally conſider ed to walk in the Spirit. 
Laſtly, the fruits themſelves of this p- 
tion and this wall — the light that ſhineth 


before men—the work of faith and the la- 


bour of love are attributed to the ſame 
Almighty yet unſeen agent: for love, joy, 
peace, long- ſuffering, and other the manifeſt 
effects of Chriſtian devotion, are claſſed 


amongſt thoſe fruits of the Spirit, againſt 


which there is no condemnation and no law. 


If 


41 

If therefore - ſuch, and ſo univerſal, have 
been the operation of the Holy Spirit: if 
ſuch be yet its deſtined province, in build- 
ing and eſtabliſhing the myſtical church; 
with what foundation can it ever be pre- 
tended, that a more than ordinary portion 
of its influence, ſhould not poſſeſs the bo- 
ſoms of thoſe who are the viſible inſtru- 
ments of its operation? Doubtleſs, the hand 
which rules the world, which proportions 
the means to the end—the grace to the 
need—the ſtrength to the day—will diſpenſe 
a larger meaſure of holy union to thoſe 
who lead, than thoſe who follow ; and while 
he conſecrates the meaneſt member, by the 
ſanctifying graces of his good ſpirit, — will 
make his miniſters, in a more perfect de- 
gree, temples of the Holy Ghoſt. 

Such are the grounds on which we reſt 
our belief of a celeſtial influence, —a pre- 
ſiding Spirit, —in the ſelection and appoint- 
ment of Chriſtian preachers: a judgment 
ſanctioned by the venerable creed and teſ- 
timony of our illuſtrious reformers; and 
ſupported by that antient and ſcriptural diſ- 
cipline whoſe inſtitutes we obey. 
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»; Lietfus then, who ſeck. the impoſition of © 


hands, devoutly own this holy influence, 


N 


. 


$ WF 2 
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and bow before this preliding Spirit, Be 


our exertions directed, in the fulfilment of 
our public duties, to quicken the languid 


| pulſe of devotion—to check that iniquity 


which abounds—to animate that love which | 


18 waxing cold and to ſtrengthen that faith 
which is ready to fail. 

And let our prayers unite with our la- 
bours, to ſecure an abundant harveſt. of 
goſpel. fruits: let, cur ſupplications aſcend 
to the Father of Lights, the author and. 
diſpenſer .of every grace; that the ſenſible 
evidences of the Holy Spirit may be revived 
among, us ;—that the times of refreſhing 
may again be ſeen from the preſence of the 
Lord ;—and that Sun of Righteouſneſs en- 
lighten us, which roſe on the primitive 
church with healing in his wings. 
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